KINGS BROMLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 
Thursday, 10th April 2025 at 7 pm.
The chair informed those present that the meeting would be recorded electronically.
Present:  Cllrs. C. Davies (Chair); Mrs. Y. Sheldon; J. Burkinshaw; P. Till; Mrs. J. Bamber; S. Cox; Mrs. B. Panayi and sixteen members of the public.
1.   Apologies: County and Dist Cllr. R. Cox (unwell); Dist. Cllr. T. Marshall (at an     LDC meeting)
2. Minutes of the last open meeting held on 11th April 2024. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2024 were taken as read. All in favour.
Item 7 was now taken – see below
3.  Annual Report of the Parish Council – Cllr. C. Davies (Chair).
The chair opened with the sad news that last years chair, Charles Cole, passed away a few weeks ago. He said that Charles was dedicated to his role and that he will be sadly missed. Some of the initiatives instigated by him are now being actively pursued, community engagement being one.
He continued to say that the role of the council is to be effective on behalf of the parishioners. We want to help the village grown, communicate and for it to be an enjoyable safe place for its residents to live. We want to promote what the village does well. Those present tonight and the other village groups are what brings the village together. The council wants to publicise this so everyone knows what these groups do. An accurate and updated list will be on the website (a new site will to be introduced in the next few weeks). 
Speed indicator devices are now operational. He then presented figures that indicated the problems. These figures can then be used to influence the police and SCC and to perhaps obtain better enforceable options in the future. We remain hopeful that the work done so far will see improved street lighting and an extension to the lights on the Lichfield Road. 
Funds have been obtain to refurbish the War Memorial surrounds and a contract has been let with work commencing in mid May for a couple of weeks. Old posts were removed as rotten, these will be replaced with steel posts.
The local Neighbourhood Plan is 75% complete. Will influence how the village grows with more homes but through small scale and brownfield development. Needs to be small scale as local services such as the doctors cannot cope. Development needs to come with an increase in these resources. 
A question was asked about the current weight restriction and turn restrictions which the chair answered.
4.  Parish Council Finance.
(i)Budget 2024/25 and (ii) Unaudited Summary of Accounts for the year to 31/3/24.
(i) Parish Precept - The council has requested a 10% increase for next year from the District Council. 
This represents an increase of £2.82 pa or 8.77% on a Band D property or £20,915 pa as precept.
Expenditure last year was £29,175 and income was £22,469 (£8,149 was paid for the NP consultancy and this was covered by a grant received in the previous year)
£7,637 was spent on SIDs and installation costs – this was taken from council reserves.
£8,307 remains in the reserve account (of which £4,613 is ring fenced to be spent on the War Memorial improvements.
Remaining in the current account is £4.656. This means the council is worth £12,962 approx
(ii) Project income for 2024/5 is £38,770 (includes retrospective payment from LDC for unclaimed CIL of £16,500 to be spent on the War Memorial refurbishment) with projected worst case maximum expenditure of around £49,731.
A copy of the unaudited accounts for the last financial year is available by request from the clerk.
5.  District Councillor’s Report and questions.
The District Councillors were not present at the meeting and no written reports had been submitted.
6.   County Councillor’s Report and questions.
The County Councillor was not present, through illness, at the meeting and no written report had been submitted.
7.   Policing in Kings Bromley.
PCSO Lisa Anderson reported. Thankfully not much to report in the parish of late. A digger was stolen and a report of violence by dog walker. A pop up surgery will be held on 29th April at 2.30 to 4.30 on village hall car park. A question was asked if dog attacks are becoming more prevalent. The main issue is that some dogs out of control and it is owners that need educating. 
The chair thanked to the PCSO for attending.
She then left the meeting.
8.   Kings Bromley United Charity – report from Rev Brading.
The Reverend gave a brief report. The clerk said that a copy of the charities accounts are available from him by request.
9.   Village Organisation Reports.
Written reports were read out by the clerk and verbal reports were delivered by members of the organisations present. The clerk added that copies of the full verbal (recorded) and written reports were available from him upon request.
Verbal reports
These were presented by:
All Saints Church – Rev. Brading
Best Kept Village – Allan Howard
Cricket Club – Ian Henderson
Gardening Guild – Allan Howard
Harmony Choir – Allan Howard
Historians – Allan Howard
Medical Transport – Yvonne Sheldon
Open Gardens – Allan Howard
PCC – Rev. Brading
Horticultural / Show Society – Yvonne Sheldon
Richard Crosse School – Emma Bowring
At this point technical issues meant that the recording of the meeting ceased.
Speedwatch – Pauline Greatrex
Village Hall – Julie Bamber
Yoga – Keely Lawrence
Written reports
Bowling Club
Flower Arrangers
Jazz Club
Snooker Club
The chair thanked all those that had contributed either by presenting verbally or through a written report.
11.   Open Forum
The chair asked for questions from the floor. None were forthcoming.
There being no further business the Open Parish Meeting was closed at 8.15 pm.
Signed   ……………………………Cllr. C. Davies (Chair)   Date: 9th April 2026
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