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KINGS BROMLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 
Thursday, 16th April 2026 at 7 pm
Present:  Cllrs Stephen Cox (chairing the meeting), Julie Bamber, Edward Cross, Bethany Panayi and 13 members of the public.

Lichfield District Councillor Richard Cox

Staffordshire Couty Councillor Jan Higgins

1. Apologies
Cllrs Colin Davies, Paul Till and Leanne O’Neill, PCSOs, Rev Jeremy Brading
2. Minutes of the last open meeting held on 11th April 2025
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2025 were taken as read. All were in favour.
3.  Annual Report of the Parish Council – Cllr Stephen Cox (Chair)
At the start of the meeting Cllr Cox shared the news of the death of John Blakeman at his home in Lichfield at the age of 86. John was the Head of the Richard Crosse School in the 80s through to the early 90s when he took over a larger school for the few years before his retirement. He and his wife Val lived in The Grange in the village for many years before eventually moving to Lichfield in the mid 1990s.
John was the last Head Teacher at Richard Crosse School to live in the village and he made a large contribution to our community life. He was a church warden for a number of years and also a member of the Family Worship team who regularly led family services in our Church. John was a key figure in shaping the lives of many of our young people and is fondly remembered.


Our village needs to remember those from the past who have helped develop our community as well as looking towards the futures. John played an important part over a broad period of time. Cllr Cox sent best wishes from the Parish Council and the village to his wife and family at this difficult time.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
In 2025/26 the Parish Council (KBPC) continued with its aim to represent the interests of parishioners and the future of the village. As always we tried to meet this responsibility in prioritising the provision of services and in the support of the village and its organisations to improve the overall quality of life for our parishioners. We believe the Parish Council achieved these aims as follows:
Health & Safety risks from traffic through the village
Following completion of a petition signed by 95% of village residents in 2024 the PC followed up with two main objectives.
- Firstly, the parish council agreed to purchase and put into operation two Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) on both the northern and southern entrances to the village on the A515. The data obtained from these devices, which measure the speeds of all vehicles travelling in both directions through the village, has produced excellent information. This is now being used to lobby Staffordshire Highways department, the Staffordshire Road Safety Partnership and Staffordshire Police, to introduce more road traffic management measures into the village, to improve the safety of road users and pedestrians in Kings Bromley.
- Secondly, the council, with assistance from Cllr Richard Cox in his role at the time on Staffordshire County Council, agreed to conduct a feasibility report into potential road safety works and the associated costs, that could be considered for Kings Bromley. Residents will now have seen the initial proposal for improved street lighting in the village, which is a direct result of these initiatives. The council has been informed that improved street lighting will be installed in 2026/27.

Lobbying to mitigate the risks of flooding to the village

Over the past six years the village has been subject to a number of flooding incidents, which have in turn caused several road closures. Actions taken by the Parish Council this year include:
- Lobbying the local MP, Dave Robertson, to assist local landowners to best identify the most effective ways to reduce the risk that flooding brings to the village. We have been well supported in this by our District Councillor, Richard Cox.

- Responding to planning applications, especially those which carry an increasing risk of flood waters affecting the village and its residents.

- Liaising with landowners to take actions to reduce the flood risk eg clearing out drainage ditches.

- Meeting with representatives of the Environment Agency and the Local Lead Flood Authority, which for Kings Bromley is Staffordshire County Council. The meetings have had the aim of ensuring both these agencies are aware of the increasing flood risk to the village, especially in recent years.
The council will continue these efforts in the coming year.

Refurbishment of Kings Bromley War Memorial

The War Memorial had not been refurbished for many years. The wooden posts surrounding the area had been removed as they had become rotten at most of the bases, increasing the risk of them falling over.

In 2025, having secured the necessary additional funds the Parish Council instigated the project to finally refurbish the war memorial area. A number of residents have requested that some further works be done at the memorial (eg chains between the boundary posts; additional planters; a memorial to commemorate the platinum jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II). The Parish Council hopes to complete these additional works in the coming year.

Planning application for 70 homes alongside the Lichfield Road in Kings Bromley.

In 2025 this planning application was submitted by local landowners. The Parish Council arranged an extraordinary meeting on 9th July to allow villagers to put forward their views on this application. The overall response was to object to the application. The Parish Council also voted to object to the application on a number of issues. The report was submitted in August 2025, alongside many personal objections from parishioners. The council is pleased to report that at the LDC Planning meeting on Monday 13th April 2026, that the application was refused.

Roadway to the side of the War Memorial

A question had been raised by a number of parties, as to the ownership of the roadway to the side of the War Memorial, parallel to the A515. Staffordshire County Council had responded to these parties and the Parish Council, that the roadway was not their responsibility. Following an investigation by Cllrs Till and Cross, well supported by Kings Bromley Historians, especially Lynne O’Dea, evidence was found from over 80 years ago that the road had in fact been gifted to, and accepted by Staffordshire County Council Highways department. The Parish Council submitted a formal letter to the County Council solicitor, together with the evidence found. We have now received a formal response from Staffordshire County Council, confirming that responsibility for this section of roadway is theirs. They have also stated that work will now commence to plan bringing the road up to an acceptable standard. The PC will monitor this during 2026/27.

Staffordshire Best Kept Village Award 

The Village was pleased to be awarded a Highly Commended Award last year; a slight drop compared to the previous year.  This award is now more focussed on Community aspects rather than on the appearance of the Village. For the coming year we have entered again, and Councillors Julie Bamber and Leanne O’Neill will be engaging more with Village organisations to compile our submission for this year to convince the Judges of what a great Community exist in the village and the wide variety of organisations and activities that are available to villagers to participate in.

How can we encourage village residents to take a more active part in village activity?

We are very fortunate in Kings Bromley, that we have a number of community minded people who work every day to ensure the village has a large selection of activities and events for residents to become involved in. None of these activities happen without people first putting in the time and effort to ensure that they can. Can you help, are you interested in supporting these efforts come to fruition?

As councillors we often receive questions about how the Parish Council operates. If anyone is interested in what the council does and how we do it, we are happy to invite you to come to our regular parish council meetings to witness it at first hand. Alternatively, if you have a specific question about the activities of the parish council, we can always arrange to meet you individually, to try and deal with your queries. We look forward to hearing from you.

4. Parish Council Finance

(i) Budget 2025/26
The Clerk presented the unaudited figures for the year to 31 March 2026. 
Income

The Parish Council received a total of £46,821.37 of which £20,915.00 was received via the precept (Council tax) and £16,384.92 came from Section 106 grants via Lichfield District Council. VAT refunds accounted for £8,719.91 and the rest came from donations, interest and an insurance claim.

Expenditure
In total the Parish Council spent £44,165.38. The largest single amount of expenditure in the year was for the war memorial project, accounting for £20,841.00.
Other significant amounts are spent on employment costs for the part time Parish Clerk, £8,263.48 and maintenance of the public open spaces accounts (grass and tree cutting, litter bin and play equipment maintenance) £3,843.76. 
The financial report is available from the Clerk and will be published on the website once the annual audit has been completed.
At 31 March the Parish Council had £16,977.53 in the bank, with £909 of cheques to be cleared.

(ii) Budget 2026/7

Income

The annual precept has been set at £47.29 for a Band D property (an increase of £11.86 per year). This will give the Parish Council an income of £28,235. A sum of  £730.33 is expected from from the Community Infrastructure Levy via Lichfield District Council.

Expenditure

A budget has been set to cover all our liabilities, including ongoing maintenance of the village’s open spaces. Capital items of expenditure for this year will include £4,200 to resurface the playground, which has recently been completed and £4,613 to complete the War Memorial. Funds are also earmarked for a new SID post on Alrewas Road. The full budget will be published on the website.

5.
County Councillor’s Report and questions.
Cllr Janet Higgins reported that she had worked closely with Cllr Till looking at the issues surrounding Lichfield Road (adjacent to the war memorial), enabling access to the Archive

She reiterated the upgrades due to street lighting in the village. She has also been making enquiries about the No 12 bus service.
As regards speeding in the village she has had a meeting with Cllr Till, Cllr Tony Screen (SCC) and Highways Officer to see what can be done to reduce speeding. She has also been invited to talk to Trent Options school about speeding on the road outside.

She is also working with Highways to address issues at the Seedy Mill junction.

She has helped a number of local organisations with Community Fund.
In her portfolio area she has enabled an extra £5.5m funding into children & families to improve the SEND service, and for ECHPs to deliver a better service.

SEND & Alternative provision strategy will lead to more inclusion in mainstream schools.

6.  District Councillor’s Report and questions.
Cllr Richard Cox talked about the recent planning refusal for 70 homes, which went against the officers’ recommendations. This is subject to appeal.
Lichfield District Council is progressing with the cinema development. Following a change of contractor the work planned to be completed by the end of the year.
Lichfield has been awarded a Green flag for Beacon Park

Cllr Cox also gave an overview of the Local Government Reorganisation process. We expect to hear about the outcomes in the summer.

7.   Kings Bromley United Charity Report
This was presented by Trustee Dennis O’Dea. The Charity has held 2 meetings this year and Dennis has been re-elected as Chair.
All 3 almshouses have been inspected and energy performance certificates issued for each. A draft maintenance plan has been drawn up to include roof repairs and insulation, a ramp and handrail installed at number 6. The shed roof is to be refelted and trees have been professionally pruned. The Almshouse gardens took part in Open Gardens.
The re-evaluation of the land holdings was completed in November 2024 and the Charity is negotiating the sale of one parcel of land to a current tenant.
The Charity report and accounts are available from the Clerk on request.

8.   Village Organisation Reports.
Written reports were read out by the clerk and verbal reports were delivered by members of the organisations present. A copy of these reports is available on the website.
Verbal reports
Allan Howard – Historians, Gardening Guild, Litter Pick

Pauline Greatrex - Speedwatch

Steve Brown – Drop in Café
Keeley Slater – Yoga and Advent Calendar
Ian Henderson – Kings Bromley Cricket Club

Julie Bamber – Kings Bromley Village Hall
Sam Beamish – Kings Bromley Horticultural Society

Yvonne Sheldon – Medical Transport Volunteer

Mel Harrison – Kings Bromley Art Collective

Sally Ravenscroft – Whist Club – not present
Read out by the Clerk/Councillors:

Scouts

Snooker Club

Richard Crosse PTA

Open Gardens

Kings Bromley Creative Arts Partnership

Kings Bromley Jazz Club

Church

The chair thanked all those that had contributed either by presenting verbally or through a written report.
9.   Open Forum
The chair asked for questions from the floor.

Steve Brown raised a question about the no 12 bus service. Teresa Da Costa also expressed concerns and the impact for young people if it is discontinued.
ACTION: Cllr Higgins agreed to keep the Parish Council and parishioners up to date with conversations with the bus company.
Mel Harrison raised concern about nettles/ivy on parish council land adjacent to property on Leofric Close.
ACTION: The Clerk will address with the contractor

Steve Brown raised concerns about the surface of footpaths on Leofric Close. He was encouraged to report it direct to Staffordshire County Council.
ACTION: Cllr Higgins will also report it

Several residents asked about Parish Council’s approach and next steps if the recent planning application for 70 homes goes to appeal.
Cllr Richard Cox advised that an appeal may just be in writing or there may be a hearing. There is a 6 month window to appeal. The Parish Council can submit information to the inspector.
Steve Brown asked about the Parish Council’s policy on housing.
Cllr Stephen Cox outlined that the village has to evolve and that the Parish Council is keen to see more smaller developments including infill developments. 
There being no further business the Open Parish Meeting was closed at 8.15 pm.
Signed: Cllr Stephen Cox
__________________________
Date: 16th April 2026
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