


KINGS BROMLEY PARISH COUNCIL

General and Planning Meeting Minutes

Thursday 12th February 2026 commencing at 7.30pm at Kings Bromley Village Hall.

 
	
	Item
	Minute
	Actions

	
	Public forum
	7 members of the public were present

No questions were raised in the public forum


	



	
	Present
	Cllrs Colin Davies (chair), Julie Bamber (JB), Edward Cross (EC), Stephen Cox (SC), Leanne O’Neil (LO), Bethany Panayi (BP)
Jenny Procter – Clerk & RFO (Clerk)

Lichfield District Councillor Richard Cox (LDC-RC)

	

	1.
	Apologies and approval of absence.
	Cllr Paul Till (vice chair) (PT)

Staffs County Cllr Janet Higgins (SCC – JH)

	

	2.
	a) In accordance with Section 31 of the Localism Act 2011, members to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in items on this agenda.

	Edward Cross declared an interest as he lives adjacent to the war memorial

Julie Bamber is Chair of the Village Hall committee

Bethany Panayi is also on the Village Hall committee

	

	
	b) Clerk to report any written request for dispensations in respect of items on this agenda.

	None received.
	

	3.
	To resolve that the minutes of the Kings Bromley Parish Council General and Planning Meeting held on 10th January 2025 is a correct record.

	Subject to a couple of amends, all were in favour. The chair signed the minutes.

	

	4.
	Reports
	
	

	a.
	County Councillor
	No report received

	

	b.
	District Councillors
	Cllr Cox highlighted the opening of the new leisure centre in Lichfield. The opening of the new cinema in Lichfield is still on track.

LDC is due to set council tax at the meeting on 
Tuesday 24th February. The proposed rate is an increase of 1.99%

Recommendation for Police and Fire precept to be increased: Police 5.22%, Fire 5.45%

	

	c.
	Police
	No report received


	


	5.
	Clerk’s Report

	Councillors noted the appointment of Jenny Procter to the role of Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer and welcomed her to the Parish Council.

	

	a
	Correspondence. See Appendix A for details.
	Issue of traffic speeds at Options Trent Acres had been shared with Cllr Higgins who plans to visit the school.

School management team were keen to attend a Parish Council meeting and advised it may be best to attend when Paul Till was present.

	
SCC-JH


	b
	Banking Update
	Clerk has sent off the updated mandate to the Bank.
	


	c
	Audit Update
	The Clerk has appointed an accountancy firm to arrange payroll at a cost of £225 plus £60 set up.

She is also looking to appoint an independent internal auditor who specialises in parish councils for this year’s audit and AGAR process.

	




Clerk


	6.
	Finances. See Appendix B for details
	
	

	a
	Financial statement.
	The Clerk does not yet have access to the bank account so no financial statement was given

	

	b
	Payments to be made
	Clerks net salary, income tax, NI, expenses and postage stamps

In lieu of full payroll data an interim payment of £500 was agreed for the Clerk

Colin Davies reimbursement for PA hire £100

Benhill Press for maps £282

Kings Bromley Village Hall hire for 2025 £320

Lichfield District Council for playground inspection £90 inc vat

Perennial Landscapes £297 inc vat

Payments were approved


	


	7.
	Planning. See Appendix C for details.
	No new items of planning



	



	8.
	Village Hall
Working Group Report

	A meeting took place between the Parish Council and Village Hall management committee.

We are awaiting a response from the Diocese on a number of issues regarding the lease, but overall progress is being made on this issue.

The Village Hall management committee has decided to suspend the CCTV because it has been tampered with and needs to be fixed. 

Julie Bamber reported that the defib cabinet at the Village Hall has been damaged but is being replaced. Emergency services are appropriately informed.

The bleed kit was also damaged and is also being replaced.

	



CD












JB

	9.
	Highways
	
	

	a.
	Speed Devices

	A report was circulated before the meeting

Councillors expressed alarm at the high speeds the vehicles are travelling through the village.

Add new report to the website

Chair mentioned the intention to install SIDs on the Alrewas Road, which will need a new post installing. This is a dialogue with Staffordshire County Council.

The long term aim is to use the data to justify the installation of average speed cameras in the village.


	




  Clerk

	b.
	Road adjacent to War memorial
	A draft report was circulated before the meeting.

Research to date suggests that the road is the responsibility of the County Council. Some research remains. The Parish Council has had excellent support from the Village Historians.

	

	10.
	Open Spaces
	
	

	a.
	Grounds Maintenance tender

	The tender is ready to go out and will go to Perennial who have been the current contractors and 2 others that have sent an Expression of Interest. 

	

Clerk

	b.
	Costs for playground equipment maintenance

	Stephen Cox outlined a list of things that need doing following the LDC assessment and report. 

We have a budget of £3500 for replacing the rubberised surface under play equipment.

Only 1 of the 4 companies approached were happy to provide a quote. Kompan have quoted over £4000 plus vat but are happy to match our budget.

The total cost of repairs to equipment is £8793 inc vat, meaning a shortfall of £5293.

Some of the small things haven’t been budgeted for.

Concern was expressed that as the Council has received the report listing the issues, we are now obliged to do the work. Also that if work is not undertaken soon the condition of the equipment will gradually get worse.

From the public gallery Jack Burkinshaw advised alternative finishes for the surface including returning to rubber mats and grass, suggesting that 3 layers of wet pour could be hard to get rid of.

A number of actions were proposed:

Explore grants or sponsorship

Bethany Panayi requested info for a client in the sector as an alternative contractor 

Speak to SPCA about funding

Put out an appeal on the Mutterings and in the Parish News

Do a door drop through the village

Add to KBPC website

Write to businesses in the village requesting support

Ask LDC to replace the litter bin 

	































LO

SC/BP
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Clerk


	11.
	Community Services
	
	

	a.
	Neighbourhood Plan

	Draft Neighbourhood plan – going to Chris Brewerton at Lichfield District Council

	
CD

	b.
	Parish Council bulletin

	Councillors discussed producing a newsletter to share the work of the Parish Council and encourage community engagement

Chair offered to put together a draft in the first instance and circulate before 12 March

	



CD

	c.
	Defibrillators

	Councillors discussed taking responsibility for the defib at the Royal Oak defib.
It was installed in 2022 and registered for 7 years, so should not need replacing until the end of this period. 

Councillors voted unanimously to take on the management of the Royal Oak defib.

It will need paediatric pads at a cost of c£100

The Village Hall defib was purchased in 2017 with a 7 year warranty which was never registered. It will probably need replacing next year at an estimated cost of £800.

Cost of batteries is £250 a year.

Rugeley First Responders will check defibs for a donation.

	








Clerk








JB

	d.
	Best Kept Village Co-ordination

	Julie Bamber has been on the recent webinar and Leanne O’Neil is booking on a forthcoming date.

A litter pick will be co-ordinated by Alan Howard in March – we are awaiting a date and can help publicise.

	

	e.
	Policing

	The parish is no longer receiving reports from the Police.

Cllr Cox is aware of concerns in Parishes about the communication with PCSOs and will follow up the best way for us to receive a report.

As a Parish Council we can encourage people to report incidents to the Police.

Item on website/Parish News/social media

It was noted that overall crime for Lichfield district is down 10%.

	









Clerk/SC/BP

	12.
	Parishioner Safety
	
	

	a.
	Village Risk Assessment

	Beth is working on this and Edward offered to support.

	

	b.
	Flood mitigation

	Stephen Cox and Chair reported on a recent online meeting with 2 people from Staffs CC and a Planning officer from Lichfield to discuss issues of flooding in the village.

SCC and LDC use flood plain maps to assess flood risk. They were asked if they can alter their flood plain maps, using recent photo evidence of flooding in the village. The response was not positive.

They asked us to keep sending evidence of flooding in the village for their database, and as a Parish Council we will keep pressuring them to use our on the ground evidence which are worse than their maps.

We will keep pushing for flood mitigation and will add it to our risk assessment.

Residents can report the need for the gulleys to be emptied, by registering the issue as a fault.

	

	13.
	Response to Local Government Reorganisation Survey

	The consultation survey closes on 26th March.
Cllr Cox outlined the Lichfield District Council position to the issue.

Clerk to circulate summary details of the various options.

We will add to the website and the Parish News. Councillors will come to a decision at our next meeting on 12th March.

	



Clerk

	
	Date of next meeting: Thursday 12 March 2026 at 7.30pm

	


The meeting closed at 9.15pm

Note the change of the April date to Thursday 16th April


Chair:  Councillor Colin Davies		Signature:



Parish Clerk:  Jenny Procter		Signature:
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