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General and Planning Meeting Minutes

Thursday 10th September 2026 commencing at 7.30pm at Kings Bromley Village Hall

 
	
	Item
	Minute
	Actions

	
	Public forum
	5 members of the public were present.

A concern was raised about the road junction by Seedy Mill golf club, where there have been 2 recent accidents including a fatality.

Clerk to raise with JH

	





Clerk

	
	Present
	Cllrs Julie Bamber (JB Chair), Stephen Cox (SC), Bethany Panayi (BP), Leanne O’Neil (LO), Edward Cross (EC)

Jenny Procter – Clerk & RFO (Clerk)

Cllr Tom Marshall – Lichfield District Council

Staffordshire County Cllr Jan Higgins (JH) – arrived at 8.35pm

	

	1.
	Apologies and approval of absence.
	Apologies from Cllrs Colin Davies (CD) and 
Paul Till (PT)

Also from Lichfield District Councillors Martyn Punyer and Richard Cox

	

	2.
	a) In accordance with Section 31 of the Localism Act 2011, members to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in items on this agenda.

	None declared.

JB chairs the Village Hall Committee
BP is also on the Village Hall committee

	

	
	b) Clerk to report any written request for dispensations in respect of items on this agenda.

	None received.
	

	3.
	To resolve that the minutes of the Kings Bromley Parish Council General and Planning Meeting held on 11th July 2026 is a correct record.

	All present at the July meeting were in favour. The chair signed the minutes.
 
	

	4.
	District Councillors Report


	Cllr Tom Marshall reported that Local Government Reorganisation has been paused, with a resulting impact on LDC. There is no timeline for when central government is going to resume the process. There will now be elections in May but no clarity as to the term of office.

Last Saturday was the Sheriff’s Ride in Lichfield round the city boundary, maintaining a long tradition, and also the Proms in the Park.

He also updated on the cinema. A management committee has been formed to oversee the project, Richard Stephenson is chairing this. The project has exceeded the budget.

BP asked where the funding is coming from to pay for it, Cllr Marshall reassured that council tax won’t be increased to pay for it.

JB asked about timescales, Cllr Marshall explained that the project was running behind planned timescales.

Several members of the public asked about the roads, Cllr Marshall thought there had been improvement and SCC is doing a reasonable job.

The County Councillors report was covered later in the meeting. 

	



	5.
	Clerk’s Report

	
	

	a.
	Correspondence. See Appendix A for details.
	We have received a query from the External Auditor re the budget setting process. We are expecting to have our final AGAR issued before the end of September but a recent email from Mazars suggest this may be late.
CD attended the clinic from Dave Robertson MP.
The Clerk had attended a recent briefing about asset transfer in LGR.
	


	6.
	Finances. See Appendix B for details
	
	

	a.
	Payments to be made
	Councillors approved the September payments and noted the August payments.
	

	b.
	Banking update
	The Clerk is still working with the bank to get LO added to the account.
	
Clerk

	c.
	AGAR Update
	As above

	

	7.
	Staffing Committee update
	Councillors approved the recommendation of the staffing committee to appoint the Clerk on a permanent basis. The national pay scale increase was noted.

The Council’s payroll accountants to be informed.

	

	8.
	Planning. See Appendix C for details.


	Councillors discussed application 26/01005/FUL Oak House Manor Park.

While there were no objections, Councillors wished to ensure that the recommendations of the arboricultural consultant become a condition of the planning. Clerk to comment on the planning application to this effect.

Councillors had been unable to open the files on the planning applications made by Richard Crosse School. Clerk to follow up.

There were no other comments on planning applications.

	





Clerk


Clerk

	
	Major planning applications
	No updates

	

	9a.
	Village Hall

	The planned bleed training had been cancelled due to low numbers. LDC will rearrange the dates.

JB reported about a new campaign for people with dementia to have ID information on a wrist band and accessible on the phone. This will be joined up with the Police drop in session.

Citizens Advice is running new sessions in Kings Bromley.

JB and EC still to look at security and CCTV is still being investigated.

The Village Hall is purchasing new display boards for the hall with £200 from JH Cllr Fund.

There is a new village hall logo.

	JB



JB

	b.
	Bench request
	The VH committee had a request from the family of a recently deceased villager with 40 years’ in the village, to supply a bench and/or a tree for the garden. The family will pay for the bench, once installed it will be insured under the Parish Council policy.

Councillors discussed options and agreed their preference was a bench that surrounds an existing tree.

	






BP

	10.
	Highways
	
	

	 a.
	To note SID reports for July and August

	Councillors were concerned to hear of the top speed of 115mph on the August. These were noted and will be added to the website.

	
Clerk

	 b.
	To note the closure of the police case about June Baker

	Councillors noted this but were disappointed and expressed condolences.

EC suggested we continue all our efforts to address the speeding issues and proposed we add to the next agenda to form a working group. 

	

	 c.
	To update on street lighting plans
	JH confirmed that the proposed new lighting on Yoxall Road will be warm white (3000K), matching the lighting already installed along Alrewas Road. They are also planning to replace the lanterns either side of the controlled crossing so that they match the new lighting. The lantern on the wooden pole will remain unchanged.

She also updated on the wider street lighting scheme. The scheme continues to progress; however, ecological concerns have been identified in relation to the proposed lighting columns near Church Lane. An ecological survey was commissioned in June, but the results are not expected until the end of September. Whilst the survey findings are not currently delaying other aspects of the design, they may identify issues that require further work or amendments to this section of the scheme. As a contingency, officers are due to meet with Project Team colleagues shortly to discuss the best way forward, and a further update will be provided once this has taken place.

	

	 d. 
	To update on progress re SID post on Alrewas Road

	PT has written back to JH to ask for missing data.
	JH

	11. 
	War Memorial
To discuss option for installation of new chains and a commemorative bench

	
SC updated on his research. We have 27 posts with 12 different lengths of chain.

He has explored 4 companies. British Ironworks will provide and cut chains for £540.82 inc vat and delivery.

Fitting has been quoted for separately. 
A separate company quoted £700 for parts and labour.

Additional £34 for black paint to cover the fittings.

Other quotes had been received for other material but it was agreed that black chains were an appropriate solution for the site.

Councillors were in agreement and hoped that the work could be carried out ahead of Remembrance Sunday.

QEII commemoration
Proposals had been circulated, including a granite bench 

GA Cannell is a local firm (Curborough), quoted £2,084.40 to supply a black polished bench inc engraving. The lead time is 4-5 months. 

SC had had a second quote from a company in Blackpool of £1,995 to include installation and lettering with extra for delivery.

Councillors unanimously agreed with the black bench from Cannells.

	

















SC/
Clerk













SC/
Clerk


	4.
	County councillor report
	JH updated on the position of the bus service.

SCC has no say in how Diamond run the bus service. Diamond has run a consultation which ended on 4 September but all felt it had been run badly with paper copies not available and the bus drivers were not aware of the consultation.

Steve Browne has taken this up with the company and got 50 forms, which he circulated. He had 31 returned and encouraged others to reply online. He has also got Dave Robertson MP involved and is hoping for a meeting with Diamond.

SCC has taken legal advice and has asked the question what happens if Diamond stops the bus service again. JH will continue to pursue this.

JB thanked Steve for his update and his work. Clerk to write formally to JH to thank her for the update and ask to be kept informed.

JH reported that the review on the SIDs has not been completed and she will update when she can.

	















JH





Clerk

	12.
	Community Services
	
	

	a.
	To update on the situation with the Royal Oak
	EC updated on a recent meeting with the Regional Manager for Admiral, as the pub is an Asset of community value.

Admiral is searching for new tenants, and have no intentions of selling the Royal Oak or appointing a temporary manager. They have funds set aside to invest but no definite opening dates. 

Clerk to write to Admiral and ask to be updated on the progress, with a request for the details of a comparable pub.

	










Clerk

	b.
	To update on Royal Oak defibrillators
	JB updated that she had been checking the warranty of the Royal Oak defib. Using the serial number it was clear that it was manufactured in Jan 2016 so its warranty expired in Jan 2021.

JB proposed that we replace it and has received 3 quotes, with the cheapest quote at £1,074.

The recently purchased paediatric pads can be transferred.

Councillors decided to go ahead with the purchase. JB to arrange and Clerk to include in the next budget report.

	












JB/Clerk

	c.
	To note Cricket Club proposals

	These were noted following the briefing. Councillors are invited to a meeting on 1st  October at 7pm at the Cricket Pavilion.

	

	d.
	Lichfield Community Fund application for the playground works

	JB notes that we have missed the deadline for this but there is a HS2 grant available and we could apply for that.

Aim to bring a draft to the next meeting 

	

SC/JB/ Clerk

	e.
	Housing Needs Assessment
	The Clerk will recirculate the Housing Needs Assessment and Councillors will forward their comments.

	
Clerk


	f.
	Best Kept Village Co-ordination

	Kings Bromley has received an award, JB and LO will attend the award presentation later in September.

	

	g.
	Remembrance Sunday arrangements
	Clerk to speak to Allan Howard to order a poppy wreath.

Contact British Legion – last year he paraded the KB legion flag. Ask him if he’s happy to attend and parade the flag.

	Clerk

	h. 
	To agreed proposed date for Christmas Tree lighting Sunday 29th November
	Clerk to ask if there is any movement on dates to the first Sunday in December. 

PA System to organise.

Potential to do urns 

	Clerk

	
	Date of next meeting: Thursday 8th October 2026 at 7.30pm

	




The meeting closed at 9.19pm


Chair:  Councillor Julie Bamber		Signature:


Parish Clerk:  Jenny Procter		Signature:
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